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This case originated at Oklahoma City, OiCia# 
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CHARACTER or CASE; - « ' 

Murder of Inna Brown, 


(Prdk'iously reported V* E# SMITH# et al) 


Osage Indian Toman# 


, H . • ' -• 

' ^ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


18 

19 l STOPS IS* 
2 ! 

2 
2 
2 

2 

■> 1 

?i 
•» 

iq * 

: 3 
54 

2 3 

i 6 

2^ IET&ILS: 


(0. C. 70/1/3) 


JOINT EEPOBT AGENTS SHITH# STREET 
AND BUBOES. 


Information developed frbm George J.iipley 
concerning those responsible for murder of 
S tilth family* Information obtained from 
EMth Sen Li 'j?z* aisle*, connecting Kelsey 
Morrison and others with murder of Anna 
BrqymS Review of the arranging and setting 
of court of inquiry into the murder of Osage 
Indians# General results and attitude of . 
State Attorney General* s Department# 

BBFEEENCE: Joint report of Agents Street 

and Smith, dated 1-26-25, captioned as above, 
and entire file, captioned M 7/#E#5MITE# et al# 
Harder Osage Indians”# 


- At HcAlester, Oklahoma - 


One BI^O'CIH TxIGiLPSON and GBQP. .2 SRIPI2T wore jointly convicted 
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42I ° for^ba nk robbery# anO are no?; serving twentyyfive year sentences# respectively# 
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4 2 at HcAlester"# tJfcla*# for this offense* 
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Based on information brou^it to Oklahoma City Bureau office by 


4 ^ wife of Shipley to effect that Shipley desired to divulge information of interest 
j to the Government concerning Osage Indian murders-/ Ship 
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result sits follcws: 

i.o ' 1 rou ffS tatiesa would he appear ap a witness and £ive 
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:2j^ ^>n e. ^tp ^xe certainty that ha world he murdered* 


4 K* 


that he (GranmBr) wanted to determine how much he had wan; that ha helped count 
the money which was about $1500*00; that GRA1L13R then askBd him if he wanted to 
make some moneyt that he would give him the $1500*00 if he would blow up the SMI2H 
iause; that he did not give GRA2TR2R a definite answer, but remarked "I will see 
you later”; that the conversation then ended, and on & later date that Hall ap- 


'd! 'ffe^feihat On a date prior to the blowing up of the hone of W* E* SHTHthat' he'."* t 


was at a placed declining to give location}; that one HE2JBY GJ&UIJER, now deceased, < 
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1 *P * o 0055 any with BILL HAUs, came there in a oar; that G3A3&22E and HALT/ appeared to t , 

1 9 J ^ ^ •' -V; 

2 0^ ^be ' drinking; that GRAUMER approached him and stated that they had been playing :<■ A - i 

u; r . . •• * ;.'*!{ 

22 poker and displayed a large roll of money and asked him to assist in oounting itf f \ 
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3 4' ‘proached him and told him that he would give him $2400*00 to blow up the SUIITH’S 

2 5 

36 -home; that ha told HALL that he did not care to do the job; that HALL aslad him 
3^ ‘^Wfetfere he could get some Hitro, and that he told HALL he had a man, a shooter, from 

*v ; -> \ • 

4 O' whom he oould get plenty; that later he understood (would not oomnit him self as 

»i! v 

4 2 to how he obtained this information) that CHARLES QUICK, ASA LIR3Y and another 

4 3. • ' 

4^ party had been hired to do the job* (Informant on being olosely pressed fcr the 
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*54 the purchase of the IUtro Smith’s house was blown up* Informant advised that 

S^^^QUICK was now in California, location not known; that ASA KIRBY had since beefc 
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of the third party left Agent to infer that it was 3LACAID THCKPSC-;) That 
QUICK, KIBBY and the third party cams tc him and he took them to a shooter for 
the Kansas IPojpedo Co*, then operating in the Burbank fields, and ft* art this man 
they drained a quart of nitro, paying him $20*00 for it; that qlo&ely following 
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*3 "killed. 
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and requested that he not be ptwssed for the name of the third party, and 
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,34-^14? ? b serving a life senienoe and the reason he did not tell 
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hs was :n the ground was that he could not afford tc, thf.t .* *3: 
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the chair* u (waning the Electric Chair^)* . ( 

Informant advised Agent that he ^nd 3LAC»y2. were defter togvtli»r- 


than brothers, and that would tell him everything, and that he would pro- 


I ' * . ceed to work on BlfipMt and get all of the details* 
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At thi s juncture informant advi sed agent that one FEED T5NBAL, 

commonly c^led "We Tompke" was a close friend of K2SIBY GBAIUSH, and was used by 

jt 

GRAlu&SB and HALL as a go-between man in securing the services of the trio to blow 
up SMITH’S house, and If he could be made to talk could tell the whole story, and ■ 
suggested that in view of SE1ZS2EB being now dead and there being no particular* 

existing friendship between I32XXAL and HALL that if properly handled TILDA L would 

* 

talk if he knew thet he would not be prosecuted, as Tendal ms afraid of the courts 
and consequences of prosecution* 

The following is a description of the man referred to as a shooter 


3§.' 4tpr the Kansas Torpedo Co#, from whom informant states Hitro was purchased: tall, • l 
slender, blaok hair, about 35-years of age# 

Informant stated that above pi rty did not knov; for what murpose the ; 
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Hitrft «m purchased was to be used for, end no doubt . could be prevailed upon to 
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tell the truth and promised to obtain his name and present location* 

In abovo respect attention is respectfully oilled to the fact that 


4CT 

U 

42 

44 

4? 

ft \ 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

i 

54 


this informant was laboring under the impression that ismamlty would be granted 
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him shj^ild he depart Information of material assistance to the {^verhreent State 

in the level opmont of cases involved, and before he would divulge the facts aft i 

1 , ; ^ * 

36 '* outlined in this report he asked that the Attorney- General cf Oklahoma be ccaifarreil ! 
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with and an understanding had that such would be the case* Agent therefore - \ 
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On. 9th, Agents SLLaiH and £332222 - on Special Assignment' 
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City, began preparations for a continuation of lay a 
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^>^>rlnsin$ tJmat of prosecution by the State of Oklahoma of those rpep&zXjlA £ar 


* 4 

15; 

:s ! 

' -»i 

‘:»i. 

19] . 

20 ' 
2ll 

rj. 1 

24 

25i 

26 

2*7; 

2 8 1 
291 ' 

3 0 i • 

ni 

32 j 
3 2 : 

34 r * 

35 i 

36 , - 

•» 7 1 • 

iM;, 

39 ij ' 

4h-! ' 

:t i 

42 I ' 

43 i 

44 I 
«5 ! 

46 

47 
*48 

A O 

50 

51 j 

52 
53 ! 


03 

56 

• r — it *+ 


UC Q l 

v I 


50 

*5 1 


. the ^Bolder of several Osage Indians, A close scrutiny of voluminous Bureau file j] 
compiled by ‘prior Governmaat agents and private investigations, covering a period \ I 
tof two years work, revealed some material leads in the several murders, and suf- 
ficient developed evidence in the AKEA BOTffiT case to in our judgment warrant i»- vj- 

h 

mediate prosecution of at least one man, t c-vri 1 1 BErAL'v BU3£EASx* we then pre^ 

* pared a digest of evidence in the AI^A BHCT.71T murder case for the information of 

the Attorney-General, as a basis to start prosecution* r . ‘ 

’ i 

.3* * ’ . •' Attorney General Short of Oklahoma waB then conferred with, and ■ 

made acquainted with the detailed developmaits at hand* A definite course of pro- 
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cedure was then decided on by 2£r* Short - i*e* to determine what cooperation ' 

J 

•-could be expected from the local district and County Officials of Osage County, 

and promised to dispatch a representative zo Pawhuska to confer with the District 
*>• • 
hJudge to determine his attitude and arrange for the convening of a Grand Jury in . 1 

Osage County, and on conpletion of such arrangement would then secure entire 
resources of the State in seeing that vigorous investigation and prosecution of 
these murders was concluded* Further conferences were delayed by the Attorney- 
General until Jan* 27th, on which date ha advised that he was sure that his ar- 
rangement for convening of a Grand Jury would be considered and a Grand Jury 
convened t>y Feb* 16th, and s^gested the inadvisability of proceeding further 

F 

’ si th ^investigative work prior to convenhig the Grand Jury, end requesting 

j * 

Government investigators be on hand and ready for action on Feb* 16th* Agei&s 
Smith and Street returned to their respective headquarters and on a later data, 

throu^ ^Agent-ih^Cbeurge .helling, -Agents were -advised -that— Hr* Short h ad 
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ibe o evening of ft Grand Jury for liar all 1st* 

1 On Feu* 9th, Agents Street, Smith end So r&er *0z c-11 

Okl&houh *f*y, and proceed along the linos of Ibrlnp^DOut, cooperation withjthe 
^'torney-General* s Department. Attorney-. General Short then assigned. Mr* BABHY,.. t 
EDTG, his Assistant, to handle the prosecution of these cases* On being advised 

4 I 

by Hr. King of there having been no definite arrangements with the District Judge l ! 

• i 

of Osage County fcr the convening of a Grand Jury, Agents Smith and Burger ‘then 
conferred with District Judge Her ton, who advised again, ct a Grand Jury, giving 
very plausible reasons, but instead suggested a Court of Inquiry, in which he 

would, preside, and promised to convene this Court March 9th, giving the State J 

: ! 

one week, or as much more time as desired. 

Asst. Attorney-General Zing was then advised of the Courts 

! 

suggestion, a:d expressed himself as highly pleased with a Court of Inquiry* and ' 

frankly stated that the influences of those responsible for the murders would j 

l 

unquestionably disrupt a Grand Jury, and definitely decided to proceed before the 

. j 

Court of Inquiry, March 9th, promising to oomrmnioate with the District Judge j 
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«. , and consumrate suoh arrangements* Hr. Zing then suggested the advisability of 
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^ J ./Jiavlng an Asst, United States Attorney tb assist in the matters, and advised 
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4 he 113,(1 wireti the Department at Washington BEking Asst, United States Atton- 
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t' 4 - ,’»ey St, Louis of Oklahoma City, be assigned. 

On March 7th, after being advised by HR, ZIZ& that m would 
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■bonfirlng'with District Judge Morton was advised that he hadVeoeived no 


reacl^Pawhuska onjthe night of March Sth, Agents proceeded to Fawhuska and cfcu. „ 

4rd 

tram the Attorney- General with reference to a definite setting of the Court' of 
’ * 

j A " *• 

y toquiry* however, anticipating such procedure, was ready to convene the Court 
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Advising that Attorney-General Short v.-as sick and expressed a desire that 
he (JCl^l^^t^leave Oklahoma City until he was “better, ar.d promised to he at 
• Jpa^u-aju, 'ey becbiesday morniuj, March llth t requesting that Agfc~t — i.vt z:. 

: Jy. ,;V 

~ ^ ^^.^^^jjreparwL .^yj^witnesiei to he used before the Court of Inquiry, and further a^.— 

"" • -yiaed that no in struct ion had been received assigning Asst* u. S. Attorney St* , * 

16; ^ ‘ j 

Aotiis« which he expected would arrive so that Mr* St.Louis vould be on hand 
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On Maroh Hath, ter* Xing arrived at Pawhuska, about noon* and after i 

: } 

confererces with Asst* U, b* Attorney-General, Eustice Smith and Agents, very • 
frtekly stated that he, as a representative of the Attorney- General, was not 
disposed to shoulder the responsibility of further proceeding with the prose- \- 
cation 1 of the oases, without the assistance of a Government prosecutor, assigned .; 5 

f ' i . f 

to follow the matter to a conclusion, and suggested that Ageuts withdraw - 
pending arrangements by the Government for such cooperation* 

’ On March 10th, there appeared an associated press interview with 
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39 - ' ^ Court of Inquiry for Wednesday, March 11th, at Pawhuska, for the purpose of 

onestioninc witnesses relative to the numerous Osage Indian Murders* On the 

_ ^ | « ^ 

arrival of Asst* Attorney-General Xing at Pawhuska, March 11th, also came m>- 

merous news reporters , and following close thereafter appeared an article quot- 
ing Mr* Xing, stating that Elxokie duempson would be brought heforj the Court 
as a witness and another ccmvicta, who had been prevailed upon by his wife to 
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% ^ iJM a confession, would be used as a witness* kr* Zing later admitted that 
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he hfi. given the above information to a reporter* * There was an esqprensed, 
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f ondej^ tan ding between Attomey-General Short, his Asst* - I£r* Zing, 
is ^ * j y\ Judge MoF?&, and Agents of this Bureau, that secrecy relative *to eon verin^- | 
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;6 * future prosecution of oases involved: 


^ fn* following is a sol f explanatory letter obtained- from Asst* 
-Genei® King, dealing with that Department’s attitude with respect to 


^ 9 ! _ ”In coorDliance with your request for a fitter statement defining the position of 
2qI ‘'^th§^£t?§rRly SI neral of Oklahoma with reference to the investigation which has 
2 1 1 ' been carried on by the Federal Government, relating to certain deaths .of Osage 
22 wards of the Government, in Osage County, during the past four years, permit me 

2 3 to give you my personal understanding of what has been done andjfrat car. be done 

24 In these matters, . 

25 , 

26, It is my understanding that the Attorney General’s Department became interested 
27 > in these matters some time ago and a conference between Honorable George F. Short 
2 ft snd -Commissioner Burke, said later with Assistant Attorney General Grim, in Wash* - 
29 " /’ington, was arranged, out of which conferences Hr. Short drew the inference that 
'* 0 * ’Hr • Boy St. Louis, an Assistant District Attorney, for the Western District of 
? 1 ! Oklahoma, would be assigned to cooperate in considering the evidence assembled 
32, by the federal investigators and determining the advisability of bringing crimi- 
32 + ual prosecutions should charges be preferred, to assist in the prosecution thereof. ; 


It appears that a number of agents of the Department of Justice have frees time to 
1 ] -^’time have made independent and collective investigations of these several cases. 

,»s i Several woeks ago you, in company with Mr* John Burger of vans as City office and 
Erfc. Alex Street of the El Paso office, called upon the Attorney General for the 
prurpose of enlisting his offices in either causing ta be called a grand Jury, 

” court of investigation or sores other means of providing a way for witnesses to 
’ , be called to- testify under oath and their testimony to be preserved. At that , 

i .* * time the Attorney General assured you that you would have the hearty cooperation ' 
j .. of his- office and he assigned Mr. John Barry to these cases. Mr. Barry resigned 
j as Assistant Attorney General on February 1 st., to become associated with the 
1 “Bock: Island Railway Company and the Attorney General then promised you that you 
i would have my services at your disposal in these cases. Accordingly, as you knew, 

I we had several conferences and it was our Joint Judgment that a quiet court of in- 

- quiry would perhaps be the most effective way Of developing these several cases, 

1 Proceeding under this plan the Judge of the District Court of Osage County, Okla-. 

1 homa, at your request, set apart this week, beginning Monday March 9th, and ending 

! today, exclusively for consideration of -these cases. 

' ‘ 4 - • •» 
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,two weeks ago you t|ld me that Mr. Bolling of your office had re* 
3signment of a law representative of the Federal Government to copper^* 


mw xb wesa maxxers ana you inaieaxea xnax Mr. itoy ax. ijouis naa oeen sug- 
Available and satisfactory lawyer to be placed upon these cases. I 4 
rired 'the Attorney General of the United States in the name of the Attorney Sen- 
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j‘ ; er£.l Of Qk4SB^Ba^“‘ , re questing also the assignment of Mr. St. Louis or seme othfflr - ^ 

„ 7 represajjativa of the Attorney General's Office to appear with me at Pawbaakalon 
^ I. Monday M this week. I did not receive an answer to my telegram until Kor.?£v*t" ,r y 
’0 v*-‘ th about ten o'olook at which time I received a wire from Acting iiora 

1 1 * i- fla^ejjx Beck advising that Mr. Eustace Smith, special assistant to the Attorney 
- ^j^Seneral ctC ^^U nited States, had been directed to meet me in Pawhuslca, for oeni— 
a 3 |^sideration of these eases# Mr. Smith's secretary telephoned me at the seme hour 
_ 4 ! -^that llr. .Smith was in Muskogee and would not be able to reach Pawhaska until 1*45 

• on Wednesday March 11th# In the meantime I had communicated with you by long dia- 
Stance -telephone and also with Mr. Bolling, in charge of your office here, advisii^ 
,.lt3iat I would be in Pavvhuska early We due s day in advance of Mr. Smith and rs s.dy to co*= 
I 8 j -operate with him on his arrival. In furtherance of this plan I left Oklahoma City 
19 ‘ automobile Tuesday afternoon taking with. me Mr. W. 0 . Gordon, the evidence man ‘ * 
2 Of v 1®°^ of- the office of the Attorney General. It w$s the desire of the Attorney Gen- * 
2 il eral not only to assign me for whatever services I might perform but also to assign 
his -evidence man far such services as he might be able to render in these cases. Mr. 

2 3 Gordon and myself met you, Ur. Burger, llr. Street and Ur. Eustace Smith arid as you 
2 ^- know held several conferences on Wednesday at Pawhuska, also on Thursday, with ref- 
25 erence to these several matters. It is my understanding that we all agreed that it 
2 6 was not advisable to create a court of inquiry in pawhuska at that time for the 

2 7 following reasons: 

? 8 i - - 

19 y - FIRST# Mr. Eustace Smith, single law representative of the Federal Govern- 
0 ment in the cases, stated that ha was coning 1 led to leave Pawhuska on Thursday af t sr^= 
*1 ^oon at 12:50 for St. Louis and would not be able to appear further in the court of 

3 2 inquiry should we proceed with the same. Mr. Smith also stated that he was sent 
3? only for the purpose cf ascertain^ whether or not there was any federal question 
3 i involved and to report to the Department. It is my understanding that he did make 
?5 a written report to the Department of Justice, which report he dictated to the offi- 

3 £ cial reported I took with me to Pawhuska for such use as we might want Id make of nim 
'tjfhile investigating these cases. 


^ n '** * % OT'A i^TvT* T J a.' ^ a A. -a ^ a. j- _ -1 * * _ . •» . . 

* *ju jl u.^ uuu ioui uyuu this Time to reporx aermiteiy as to 

: 4Cr?hether or not the investigators of the federal governnent have developed sufficient 1 
it evidence to warrant filing informations against anyone for the specific reason that * 

4 2it'*has been my understanding that the Federal Government would assign a law repre- I 

O sentative who, together with myself would anslize the records which have been made* ' 
r *J ^considering the testimony and thereafter determining the advisability of and the * j 
f Smarm er of view of this understanding, why I did not feel disposed to singly decide I 
: Hthe serious questions involved. Mr. Eustace Smith indicated that perhaps the Fed- I 
4veral Government would carry out what has been my understanding all along; the nlan 1 
- 4 ; 8of "assigning some law representative to cooperate with our office, 

49 1 

c|o 2SIED. I wish to emphasize the fact now that due to the remote time, |he 1 

*!limited aol uncertain circumstances of guilt and the powerful Influence surrounding i 
^h© perso™ under suspicion in these cases, the facts challenge the earnest, aerjfcms : 
t v^ 3 * concei«rated efforts of really higfrpowered prosecutors. It was suggested thJt j 
_^ane representative of the Law Department of the Federal Government, no Less expS-' <m*\ 
k ?5-&noed than Sr.^Ehstace Smith, M 2 *. Osborne or Mr. Roy St. Louis, be assigned to j 

7 eases. I trust that I will not be deemed immodest when I say that the Attorn- 

ey General realizing the seriousness of the cases not only has determined to assign 


30 2SIRD. I wish to emphasize the fact 

ailimited az^ uncertain circumstances of guilt £ 
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MnhOhhllT^: FOR T rZ DIKhlTUh 


This memorandum is merely for record 
purposes end confirms that lie. hiagely will answer 
the letter to the Department on the us aye Indian 
border case and ask for some definite information 
and a more positive request for assignment. 


In the meantime one of the attorneys from 
Hr. Wells' Division is enroot e to Oklahoma who is 
interested ir the Indian matter and he also will look 
over toe situation according to Hr. hid ely. 
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DATE WHEN MADE. 

saa 

4-8-25. 
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CHARACTER or CASE: 


. .a’ et "1 llvirder of Atjit tjrowr., 

lyi r e parted B, K. SMITH, et al) Osaga Indian tfwan, 
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(0. C. 70/1/4), 


SYNOPSIS or FACTS :V 
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DETAILS: 


JOINT KKPORT AGENTS SMITH AMD 
BUR GSR. 

Conferences with Assistant Attorney 
General Xing. Remoteness of conven- 
ing of court of competent jurisdic- 
tion, Cooperation by the Indian Ser- 
vioe to the state ;closing of investi- 
gation. 

KSFJiRKHCK: Special reference is had 

to joint report of Agents Smith, Street 
and Burger, dated 4-3-25, identically 
captioned. 


• 4 -. r . After repeated conferences with First Assistant State 

Attorney General Xing, especially assigned in the prosecution of 

r - 

,.Oaefce,.Indian murders, the developments are that the convening of a 

rA*. 5 *- jv '• r " 

court of inquiry, definitely decided as a medium by which the state 

DCTAO-S: ~ ‘ . 

intends to proceed, remains indefinite. 

"V . Evidence developed hy agents of this Bureau is admitted by 

Attorney General Xing as sufficient, in his judgment, to warrant the 

filing of murder charges against at least one defendant; i,e. BRYAN 
BURKHART, and, in the judgment of these agents, ^ £>7 ^?^^JB.J CE5 to pos- 


. n Lr *■ Sacciac abent 
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CORIES or THIS RETORT rURNISH^TO 

3 Washington; 
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APR 1 0 1925 A-w- 

DCRAirrMENT or JUSTICE 


ROUTED TO: 
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Prank S. Smith. 


■4-8-:-:*. 


sibly 


‘fend 


- n ' 


he filing of conspir oy to murder against ether S a- ^ 


itiout Government jurisdiction, and the remoteness of t; 


n 


r^4rOonvenin£ of a court of competent jurisdiction bv the state, through 

.. ' ... ... . 


, ^ *trnlohJwitnes3es could he pieced on record and actual prosecution begun * i 

' C ~v - •' - ‘ ... ; * ’?} ! 

. renders further investigation futile. I’his investigation will therefore 

'8 r * h ■ ■ ■ -v • r v ‘ . *■ ' * 

* 'stand closed, pending reopening by the state of Oklahoma. '-■ * ■* *.< 

* “j »*• 'a ... * « 

20 * - ■ • , 

21 15,16 following communication was brought about by these agents, * 

23 after advising Mr. J. Geo. Y/right, Superintendent, Osage Indian Ser- - j 
25 Tice, of the attitude of the State Attorney General 1 s Department with j 

27 respect’ to the Government furnishing a prosecutor to assist the Btate, S 

28 ' 

29 in-^he prosecution of cases involved to a conclusion. '•;} 

30 t • ' -J 

-n - Copy of letter from Mr . J. Geo. bright. Superintendent. Osa^e 

j 1 w * * ‘ — - . - r ^ 

32 ^ ; 

33 Indian Agency, Pawhuska, Oklahoma, addressed to Bon. George Short, 

3 4 

25 Attorney General, Oklahoma City, Okla. , under date of April 4, 1925 as 

3 6 

3J follows : 

39 ,I..»underst and your Department has under consideration the matter of di- ; 

* or renting the holding of a court of inquiry here concerning certain mat- ! 

41 ters which affect some of the Osage Indians end which are under the jux^i 

42 isdiction of the State Courts. I am extremely anxious, not only by 

4 ] reason of the Indians involved, but on account of the moral welfare of j 

44 "this county, that all circumstances in connection therewith be thor- ' 

45pughly investigated, and. desire to render your Department any assist- ' 

46 anee and cooperation possible, should such inquiry be held. -.1 

V 

45 !Chis office has been instrumental in causing some investigation to be 

4$ made, end it has occurred to me that possibly Judge J. M. Humphreys, an j 
5C attorney at * < pre sent employed by the Government in connection with this j 

53 off ice , might be of assistance, and if agreeable, I will be glad t£ di- | 

5: reet,-th»t he report to such person as you mey indicate s for the purtose ’j 
5‘ of rendering .any assistance and cooperation desired, not. only in aly 
propose® court* of inquiry,- but also thereafter in any' prosecution jour j 


53 ©apartment 


deem appropriate. 
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tslwill you kindly advise me in order that Mr. Humphreys may -be given prop- 
H a ey instruct i one. v . 
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Prank S. Smith. 
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‘ ^further * investigation of Indian murders by the •- Hale' 5 - Burfchar V fac lion, [ 
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Notes by Agent Smith: 

Soon/Mfter being assigned on this investigation, nnautSei 

•• ' o to effect that Department Agent previously ts^i^ . cd 
d the sum of twenty five thousand dollars to discontinued 
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34 
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6nd last but not least, and unquestionably eminating from the same 


\:* r \ 


source, is another unauthentic report to the effect that-^Agent in Charge 

£•/£• ' ' ~ r " - - ; . . ‘"'A 

^ as teen r a iA fifty thousand dollars to discontinue further in- 


n 


vestigation of these cases, Ihe ridiculousness of such propaganda, in 
this* agent's judgment, does not warrant further comment, other than '’to 

i ■_*/ 

advise the Department of the methods resorted to by the unscruoulous 
•murderers ’of Osage Indians, and for their purpose of keeping up their "V 


intimidations of the populace by leaving the impression that their vast-' 


wealth renders them immune from prosecution. 

-t 
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Hppartntent of Juatto, 

Sure an uf Jauraitgatian. 

P. 0. Bor 125 , 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
April 7, 1525. 
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director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D, C. 


Dear Sir: 




yfc, * 


Attention - % OOR ^ & WDIKffi, 

L?-. TEyEHi. 

0SA(3I I2TOIAT: MURDER CASE 5. BWKJ'.aU OF I^'STIGaTj 

APrMO 1S26>,\v 

OE^AV.ntf.rr * jl'thj 


I am enclosing herewith report on the 
Osege Indian Murder cases, captioned;) 1 Bryan Burkhart 

et al f . 


pivielcxi 2 


The Honorable Barry King, Assistant Attor- 
ney General for the State of Oklahoma agrees with this 
Agent that sufficient evidence has been developed by 
Agents of this Bureau to warrant the prosecution of at 
least one man for the murder of an Osage Indian, and that 

- possibly a conspiracy charge could be instituted against 
»■' others, 

Mr, King also agrees that unless we can get 
into court in these cases, it will be useless to continue 
the investigation. 

The prosecution of this case rests with the 
Gounty Attorney of Osage County, who is elected by the 
people and charged with the duty of orosecuting crimes. 
There is, however, very little likelihood that any prosecu- 
ting attorney will be elected in Osage County that will 
^institute proceedings against the perpetrators of these 
murder 6, This, of course, will necessitate the Attorney 
GaneraT of the State of Oklahoma, taking the initiative of 
t* 1 ® prosecution, 'and he is very reluctant to do th£s. 

, . * Mr, King stated frankly that he was desirous 

outing this case, but that he would not undertake 
. the prosecution on his own account. He agreed that if the 
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^Government, whom lie considered morally - if not legally ' 
obligated to prosecute the murderers of these Osage 
Indians* would furnish an attorney to assist in the pro- 
secution that he would call a Court of Inquiry or a 
Special Grand Jury to get these cases in court* but he 
.would not file information charging murder until some 
court record was had to their evidence# 

After Agent Smith succeeded in having the Indian 
Department furnish an attorney to assist the state in the 
prosecution of these cases, Mr. King has found further 
reasons for deleting court procedure, and I doubt at this 
time if any Court of Inquiry will be called this year# 

Osage County is a lawless ccmrunity and is largely 
dominated by the Hale Burhhart faction, in so far as con- 
cerns state law violations# These factions are wealthy and 
the state officers depend greatly upon them for their sup- 
port. Any move the Attorney General would mahe in this 
County would probably create friction between the state and 
county officials. 

The wi ties ses in the so murder cases have been inter- 
viewed end re-interviewed by Agents of this Department, and 
by private detectives and state investigators, and I see no 
need of further interviewing them, unless the case against 
principals can be brought to court. 

I have, therefore, instructed Agent Smith to return 
to his headquarters at Dallas, Texas, where he is badly needed 
on some important investigations, and Agent Burger to return 
to his headquarters at Kansas City, Missouri, where he is also 
badly needed on some important investigations. Until I am 
instructed by you to reopen this case, will consider it as 
closed. 



'H- i 






I do not believe that you will hear from tho state 
authorities on this case, nor do I believe that they would attempt’ 
to shift the responsibility of the prosecution of thiV case 
on the Government by giving out interviews to the press. The 
case will no doubt be referred to you from time to time by tpe 
Interior Department, and possibly some of the Sonators, who are 
Interested in having the case prosecuted, but as heretofore 
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stated, the case has "been investigated to such an ex- 
tent that prosecution is possible, and responsibility- 
rests solely with the state and county officials. 

There are a number of people in Osage 
County and vicinity, who desire to keep this case agita- 
ted and not desirous of having it prosecuted* There 
will, from time to time, be an attempt to spread propa- 
ganda to shew the powerful influence exerted by the 
Hale Burkhart faction. This, no r doubt, will be only 
to impress the lawless element, who look to this faction 
for protection. I do not believe that this faction has 
any influence except with the local county officials, 
who apparently are incompetent. 


I am advising J* George Wright, Superintendent 
Of the Osage Indian Agency, that the matter of prosecution 
rests with the state and as soon as they are ready for pro- 
secution they will confer with him# 


■ # 


• ** Would like to have an expression from you as 
to whether tills' matter of closing this case meets with 
your approval. 


Respectfully, 



rrr?HZ 



W. D. Bolling, 

Special Agent in Charge. 


•-v a- 






% *1 '* * : ' • * 7 ? • % . .>* ,■ * .. *>: « 

- - - t 


*+ -r 



i: 





OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


** : 

¥ 


OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 




* AttJjney General d 

jk? - General Holland -/ d 

.r ■■ / 

v - General Willebrandt — 1— I 

-V-’ i 

: General Donovan /. — d 

i 

* 

v Mr Martin. J d 


WfW* L^v-i 




;< : . .*> - 

'r 

WL* ’ Hfc 



/if* 


J r / Mr. Strong. 


Mr. Stewart. 


i . . 


Mrs. Rishel — - — — LJ 

... lAssistant Director, d 

^ , Mr. Baughmtjn. - d 

* ’Mr. Cunningljam. - d 

\ 'Bureau Filing Section d 

1 } 

Personnel Filing Section * d 

JJtv' Miss GpndyA --l-v •-—Id 


!> 


y 

'* u 

\ i 


4 : Grimes..! D Jfl 

Mr. Keep. - - d 

Mr. McKeanl - — d 

Mr. Boddis.„.l - d 


i . '■ 

,h‘ 


. j 

v * 


h-. ■'*'/■* >*/*"*< 
[H- - M: 

F-^ 




H' S 











*5 * X *> . 4 - Forth 

ll t®i ^ *4&w » 

tW 5 

^ \ ; 

3 3 .vl • •'.■• 

3 4 ;‘;v.'£V '‘ -* . . ' ' v. ■ - , ■; 

36* :.^'5;’~ :', : .• •■ :M • , -7 •/.••■ 

; „• *»oi- 81753 


Farther with r«‘*»rd to this matter, I am 


Siruotor. ' /. . .., ~^y 

- ■ , -A '•.'•> -v- .■ *-<••-••.• '^'--'.-‘n »<?•■**> -v-*;- .'5v ! */: 

. r . . V , 


40-sW.r Y ; r 

« i vY’V-* - v .• .' ‘ •' *-> $*V' 

* H *S *£, - 1 

^ W * : > . - ** 


* * ' v - * v; *■■-■ y*y v ; 

4 4 >* .* -A ■ i t-fc ;. ; 
# . / k ■«-'*• •*' '->’- 2^ ' ■'>= 

«Sgr v r-* > 

46 : ^. .*,-: v." 

47 ** ’€;• ? l ""\ t-5. 

48 V r T ** ' ^ ■- «:.?,• 

494 *-v ! . -v.., v >; 

50 ^.^ v = ‘ 4 . * - \ ;* 

S3$:K8k_.~.» 


•r • * v •■' >, ,« j *4; 

,. -• «?? ' :\ •!-' ■ .. ." ■. -»?* 

■ - - ' ' . ■ -V 1 • *« -i ■ 


*'> 


■-- * ,- ■ 1 

i , .■ ** . . .i i 


t. v -U> 



*■. .* ", 


■ _ wr;* 4 

50 1 ••■ " . •. , - 

5’. 1 ' ' ' •••• • 


, ?; ■ 


■ /*?*. 


• #SK*.S> «*«¥*«.• 3fi <' 


-» • > 4 •* 
* i < t ; 


*V*» v • 
'*r? 























FUSlGA 

#£-6033 



\ 

\ 

0 

61809 


April 9, 192S* 


Boo* Burl** *• Borto*, 

CooBltsloocr, 

Off! (Ml of India Affair* 9 
B*p*rtmnt *f th* Interior, 
tf*ahln*ton t B.C. 

Smt Blri- 

*ltt r***-4 t« Um 06103 JTDUl 
1KJ •©<£! #A 22 S f I art •ccloiiag horovitb for jour inform 

t t f v 

*i4ft #Qfir <** » intar* *Un* foport Ja*t r*o*ir*4 from 
«bp Oklahoma City offloo* 





A # 



▼*ry truly your a. 


^d*r» *f- 

■*! 



X&rooior 
















rney General — - — D I I / fl 

Ge^raWtelland -□ j ^ 

General Willebrandt □ JjjJ ^ 


GeneraflHtelland 


General Donovan □ 


Mr. Martin 


Mr. Strong □ 


Mr. Stewart 


Mrs. Rishel — 

Assistant Director. 


Mr. Baughman. D 

Mr. Boddis - □ 

Bureau Filing Section □ 

Mr. Cunpingham □ 



Mr. Uunjungnam u O 

fSviiss Gandy - □ \J > 


Mr. Grimes — i □ 


Mr. Keep.. — □ 

Mr. McKean .□ 

Personnel Filing Section □ 



OFFICE | Of THE DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


„v * 1 ■' 

* ; * 


'ICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


to ;ney General □ 

V.- General Holland __ □ 


G^eral WiUebrfindt... I.... □ * * ver fl 

+ v '« TcvL . * - 

General Donovad ..1 „ q • 

Mr. Martini . □ ' °“« e . W. 9r8 

■ • " 1 

Mr. Strong □ 


o * . J 


Mr. Hoover says file with 


Mr. Stewart __ q 

Mrs. Kishel □ 

Assistant Director.. _□ 

■ Mr. Baughman r, 


Mr. Boddis □ 

Bureau Filing Section 


Mr. Cunningham □ 

Miss- Gandy q 

Mr. Grimes . q 

. Mr. Keep ^ q 

Mr. McKean q 

Personnel Filing Section □ 


5-20-25. 







wrru.Dit rams* tnm 


y'.'tf 











rake was a . 


I \erai v Otficials^fie^ew 
Osage Murder Evidence 

videnee -vncovsred by special 
nts "of tb* Apartment of Jus-* 
In tbelr . Jprobe of -the huge 
urder ^conspiracy” plot known 
underty «lx Osage mur 

and «severaJ mysterious deaths 
3T was being reviewed at W ashing - 
S ^J§ fcen Friday, 

SfcstuCT^'Sohii F- Hoover, wead of the bu- 
4^-1 'T^au of investigation, and Special 
Agettt Bolling, in charge of the 
—‘ffo Oklahoma City office, are seeking 
^io determine If any federal statutes 



— .... " “ ' ... _ /»- w ifcv 


A- . 

■ ' . , 


U. S. PUSHES OSAGE 
“TERROR” PROBE L 


W f ^ m fagve 7 been violated, ^ 

- flK If any basis can be found wer " K'| 

. . J «jrf^^^Kieral Indictments the evl- jjuE <3 
he presented to the fed fc&rj 
jS «ral^PBrid jury, Hoover stated 
4m BolHng went to Washington for 
IB - the purpose of getting acquainted.™ 
jjpjth new administrative methods 

in' accordance with Hoover" e Bp . 
i ^ea that' every agent in charge of Pfl 
yegiona 1 ^office should come toKB 
TMfal'VSfgtnn at least twice a year. B3j 


I Federal probe of the Osage "reign 
of terror*’ Is continuing' unabated, 
Johjy E. Hoover, head of the U. S. 
bureau of investigation, announced 
Monday. 

\We already have accumulated 
Sufficient evidence to warrant a 
thoro grand jury investigation,” \ 
Hoover declared In dispatches from 
Washington. 

This grand Jury Investigation will 
probably open in Oklahoma City 
March 23. 

Denies Probe Dropped 
Hoover denied that there had 
ever been any letup in the inves 
ligation since It opened early In 
January. To the contrary ,!t has 
steadily been broadened until agents 
from half a dozen districts are now 
at work on the case, he indicated. 

“If politics stop the Investigation 
at any time," Hoover averred, “the 
department of justice will make a 
public announcement to show the 
people of Oklahoma just what mo- 
tives are behind the stopping of 
the grand jury action.” 

The federal Investigation Is be- 
ing confined to nine major cases, 
including six murders and there 
“sudden and unexplained deaths,” 
Hoover said- - - 

These Murders Probed 
These murder cases include the 
slayings of Anna Brown. Charles 
Whitehorse and Henry Roan, all 
founi s'hot thru the head in J921, 
and the dynamiting of the home 
of W. E. Bmlth, which resulted in 
the deaths of Smith, his wife, Rita, 
a full-blood Osage, and a white 
domestic, Martha Brookshire. 

The “sudden deaths** Include the 
following cases: 

Anna Sanford, wealthy full-blood, 
died near Pawbuika in March, 
1923. Her death was never com- 
pletely explained. 

Minnie KUe, full-blood, died near 
Pawhuska, in 1922. 

Joe Grayhorse died suddenly In 
1921 following a^large land deal. 

~ : Hoover said Monday, “A signifi- 

icant fact is that Anna Brown, 


Minnie Kile and Rita Smith were ■ig?‘ 
all sisters. They were the daugh- ***** 
ters of Uzzie Q. Brown, who also | 
died suddenly.” I 

The mother’s death may have 1 
been caused by old age. 

The bureau is also investigating ^ 
the mysterious dynamiting of Ruth 
Tallcbief’s ,tomb in 1923, 


CROWE CALLS 
WITNESSES 

Shepherd May Be Formally 
Charged With Murder 

Br t ailed Preu 

CHICAGO, March 1*.— State'* Ah 
tarney Robert E. Crow* today sum- 
moned four witnesses to tsstlfy be- 
fore the county grand jury in an at- 
tempt tot Indict William D. Shepherd 
on charges that he was responsible , 
| for the death of Billy McClintock, 
i “millionaire orphan.” 

“We have sufficient evidence to , 
warrant an indictment Crowe as-t 
serted. “If things go as I expect, 
Shepherd will be charged formally 
with murder.” 

Shepherd, who was young McClIn- 
tock's foster father, received the 
bulk of the boy’s $ 1,000,900 estate, 
the only other beneficiary being Isa- 
belle Pope, beautiful society girl 
whom McClintock planned to marry 
before his death. 

Crowe** Witnesses 
Crowe has chosen as his most 
Important witnesses: , 

John P. Marc hand, who will Aas* ! 
llfy that he interview-ed Shepherd ■ 
concerning a course In bacteriology 
st the National University of 
Science. | 

Dr. C. C. F'aiman, president of I 
the university, who will testify that I 
Shepherd enrolled in the echool and 
studied germs for a week and that 
after he left the school three tubes 
of germs (one of them containing 

typhus be HI ID dl»«nn»or»^ e-— 
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- * V' AND «■«* TO 



^EpErtmBnt 0 f Itastto 

Bureau cf jilnnxs ligaiinu 
BJashingtmi, & ®. 


April 15, 1925. 

METTORCTIIM TOR THE DIRECTOR 


Further with regard to the OSAGE HID IAN 
matter, I have talked with Mr* Ramsey and find 
that the case was referred Jpo Assistant Attorney 
General Vfells for determination of the Indian 
Lands policy, which may have been involved. At 
Mr. Wells’ office I find that Mr. Brown, . attorney, 
already has left for Oklahoma and that he is to 
look into the case from the standpoint of Indian 
Lands and Federal rights, the purpose being to de- 
termine for the Department as a whole the question 
of jurisdiction. 

, Brown is due in Oklahoma within the next 
two days t and nry underst ending is that he will confer 
with the State officials as well as the Federal of- 
ficers and include in his opinion a statement as to 
the advisability of assigning Federal counsel. 


Respectfully, 


s 
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34 ^' :• W: t ; section with Indian Land matter* centrally, and has >een S'j*£ 

instraoted to tftice up the Osage Indian oases genurally # V;'; $&* 
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April 22, X926. 



v ^ Eustace Smith, 
oial Assistant to the 
•may General , 

nhojaa City, Otla. 



*»^r Sir; 


He: Osage Indian ilurder Casts . 


/ Tour telegram of April 20, 1925 to Pren'r 
S. Smith t ?t. i'wth, Texas, requesting that ha 
aail oc py of i-nrestigatiYe rt ports in the Osage 
Indian ^nr.Sc * • oases to special Assistant to the 
<sr - mi i pul i Ur. if dr in Iferowc , Proy, Kansas, 

A to this offios. 

* hsB haec closed >y this off ioa , 

tf* * as the sv-fe authorities ineti- 
ee a Jingo* I would suggest, if yon 
* souring copies of reports, that 
i Hen. «T..£« Hooter, Director, 
rt i ga t ion > Pe par loan t of justice , 


f ^pectfully. 


oiling, 
t I Charge. 
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5l *. W-T-Otl. IMS . WtttA.IWAilO. 

— MC nn.iwi>HAMii. 




'2!Cmie& Senate, 


COMMITTEE OK RULES- 


May 12, 1925. 
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L. -* 1 * ' V ^ 

My a ©ar Hoovers j t 

I am handing you herewith a letter I 

have ju 3 t received from leRoy J. Leaohman. 1&35 Texas 
Avenue, St. Louis, r.issouri, with enclosure. Thought 
perhaps you would like to have the sane for considers- 


tion. 


With kindest regards, I am 
Very truly yours. 


s 

( C-'f 


~y ' 

f ~ ^ 


Edgar J. Hoover, Esq., 
Bureau of investigation. 
Department of Justice, 
WtfsTTEhgton,^ D. C. 
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♦ »wnrl, with «w 2 onn. 
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WM^las t» tar* » invert *r, Jimitmmi m 

trm fcl» Mur t arts w Cau aw U t|hi« 
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•. tendered them, and'Tie will nge in ten. •‘^gc, surrounded bv bad u , ^uieu by 

Take* liim to /" niddle of a the- horror of a mufderou J tout strikes HaarLw 

siififl cov^er for eat.'—;; opping; make ® n d leaves »o f*all, terrlf,. v ^j? the thought bol 

A bvnstffe? . . r. -.-* -rrr^s! wi-TTm^rr -'£7 rc ™ ; 5 l'a£ 'tT.i 


J9.T:- ■ , . . * 1 . » v •' j ' t* * Toe Yellow Horse, topple 

appear overnight and cannot be. found. If f . 

» w ' ' . • . ,, ' *.■ W* frothing at the mouth from 

.garnered and questioned the?’ evade. The * , -ty 



uteu t»y jpawhuska, JF^jaJsgr, |io(Bia' 
— " Heart.; t %£ ,:ZS 

hold prope 





_ Theft^oII wqpe 1 

rror 1 b upon him. loved ones rmirdered*'and’'have declared they eYnment declare 

^ane, ^>aled to the color <U«*d natural deaths.. ' - • the Indian*^' 

'4>eileven the ear of the 'The murders on record, tt seems safe to went imo **r U? 

and vou slete, do not complete the total outrage. The e< * u *J^ * a ^ r 

whose pasta w 

fwumnstoa— Mwstatr 11,1 »Wch follow. U fragmentary. ^ lo4lrla ^ 

tu eVnt men to the 0.l*e Country ' It0iD Kotb -' * |E0 ca,1M Hfori ' r ' oaD ' fu "- mun.1- oil bold 



-irffTThe "OiSigir*Om rages'" 


sbnTh- April, 1»23./ 


'.Toe Yellow Horse, toppled over dead -after beadri E hta - . +& ; ; v 

* The ..Indians 'murdered *re; 
some strange poi- < y ■ -_•. . ..• 

headrights^arguo GovernTuf 

# Evil Spirit is upon the Os ages, ~ » ... Snch a theory leads ,i\u 

US'^ot wise to talk. * AljVed^ McICial^ Jound suffering, from a centurions. r Either, the -1®, 

• " * fraetured , ^8kull^¥^died.'Ainable to teJJ. whoidhrod'.byiiejhbsir* otiJhe^PjC 

— , had hl| him. hoped to profit by &*ar%eai 

Billy Stepson,' famous" bsise' roper? died !“““ f *<*»***•*■ '** 

•by white settlers who <ovfn< 
after a sudden illness from poison. ; t0 the Iand ^ whl ch their 

Anna Brown, found shot through the bead mineral righta. -.Per haps ’t 

are true, some of the murde 
by the first motive, others b 

tive., ‘ *• - 

T I ^ . 

( In -the Osage country^ b 
men and officials not afraic 
feel that all blame for tb* 

killed just outside muBt be P lace<J on .‘white. s< 
talk of a secret cabal amc 


; The Osage* are a sadly d^morallted tribe. 

1x1 » .dump of brush, May 21, 1921. 

. - Their wealth, which amounts to virtually a 

« -t .,4,.,, ' t I .f ■ Lizaie Q., mother of Anna Brown, poisoned. 

>, .-^ajillionalre’e annual income for each member t „ , , , _ 

ijvs (v. , ^ Nina Smith, Indian wife of a white man, 

* jniof the tribe, no longer gives them courage, poisoned. 

3 4^wi »«t-W Horse found deed, seated at 0e< ’ rse M'She^rt. • died In Oklahoma City. 

35 ii* ■ June 29, 192T-, from i poisoning. 

3 6 whoel of bis Packard r,ne aad evening? Charles Whitecorc, 

-» '■A bullet had crashed through the windshield P&whueka, ^ at ® unknown. . .. , 

^ , n -The siraneest murder of all was the taking wiute traders .which h®* I 

tat0 . 8 ««»»>♦• 1)14 n °t George w w v „ B . wh „. fc * ortoes. It is uld that thl. 



42 of lo<ll*na, one riding in a Cadil 

*" jJSr* ‘ . • . linn uiai wiiu naa iiiuucu several oi uie mur- 

^ d* ?l*e and>the other in a Pierce- Arrow, stopped . . , T . 

*i4- p'.y • V; , k . ders. Anyway, \aughan left Oklahoma Ciiv 

- *. \ J 4v"Jt M A J J 1. J 1 


client’s deathbed. Bigheart, it is believed, 
told him who had plotted several of the mnr- 


ask the Government to mhvi 
Then, when the Oeage oiP^.i 
the oil wealth will revert to 



theV cars on railroad tracks and were 
bj'tnfnB. V £ The hand of the Terror a 


killed kagtily for Pawhuska aftex Bigh.eart’s death, surface rights of land au "C 


stopped Between thr two places he was taken from his 


4 C-vs^helr an gi n m,' s ay^th e Osage iribeemen. Fur- ’ f> ’-i 1Jni »h berth on a Katy train and murdered. 
' y *^ ' d5d nola Smith's find His. body* was found beside the tracks next 


I m 

fe‘ & 




the Indians are driven off 
buy up or homestead the *u 
wresting In time 'this vast r 


morning. f PoUce opposed that tlie murderers 0,a S p ovmers. Millions te 

. s. -.i;! - . . ... fhAr»> ari» m^nv (tosnarsfa r,y 


from the Hospital and tbers ars many desperate n> 


a- rnwti'S flf Tslfc nj u i 


jAUtetf -bps eat h the talking, 

BPiu.V: .. 8»^ ! ■ V ' - 

. ' vv5 - v . 

52 ' K ^ ,.&^ark ’'an^bloody ground. It 

^3 °^4bthrle. Th« county seat is 
5 4 Burrou^jyi by territory four times 

^^^•^--t^tkte-of Delaware. When 


ir c4#y*4rhti ^frtun- 


c tk 


Detectives’ • Theories 


S i 



one tn'o^Ti 


ahoma and the murder 


- Now, * the Government detectives have not^ 
been slow In developing theories to*‘explain j — T 


.hill 

% ■ Each headright aow'bnw 
000 a year. Through acrun 
itance many IndiyB^tainnie^ 
'or $60,000 a yeMr^Wbeti 
committed by vAite fetn -u- 
rich gain was .tie ceiv^& c 


ers report as a matter of the m '* t * ere ‘ though' -no Important arrests j .JL * 1 

:en to thn Hnu '• 4X6 >' at on record. The secret of tue reign '■■■ ; — 


*i?>. 

r - 


^ g x^jirse, "Be has. taken to the Osage Hills. 

,»^iWlieD Sheriffs cannot find their man they ^ terror in the Osage is contained in one v ^ 
l *” h,dln * ^ Osage Hills,*’ as if WOrd: "Headrights.” these investigators 

z? T L that were »« rt 

^ ty V ts a ref 
** * rTaa. I® ite^ 


A J 





in one . jfThe tnfllin flex wofnt of.t 

^ r., 'V. 

jrs as- ferreted t^pli^bizwre »a i 

* * ' far; jpn'H' owe y PCr ot has da: 



wjilt* won.* 
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erronst Ririg 


She Relieves Has 


ited -All the Out 


rages — Tells Blood-Curd 
ling Story of Occult Trick 


enes practiced on Simpl 


• t > r a vr * + : l ' ^ > v /- . v . ■ . 

Special JporycsiKHident of the Fost-Dis - 
5^*r5 - A* 



throw* , 

°* a ^ Mila ^ow n0Wi Ir 

47 V- * ' ‘^ Le ^ ;dld D0 ^ ^ fl * m b«fov«. how great Ib their 
4 fi %f\'/ k *3 ' WariSifle Indiana or 22 murdered? 

A ° d : ^ Id * t0 ^P ere? AJany * n °*age has 
r /k * le d.:thls strings ’region of *en , h 


»»r.p.' .Mijjioti; , i-t V*U^«* 



smoke. Killers^ bank robber* and abscond- 
e/> hold rendezvous in the Osage hills, 

"Don't ?o poking about up there," o ne is 
warned at Guthrie.* "it isn't a safe couikry." 


> f rlv me * rocJ,er » and sisters ‘\' Mru ML ,jUWjr ? e * ^ i«n*t a safe coutfcrj 

^ V,& 16 V ten o ^ > Such fugitives — -4 - * . _ 

*4^^ ■•^ 1 Wi T *e 5*** ' ' by dmnk,-'ia i - >. M , 

to say that not U^_ ~ .The Mur ders ^ . 

CTR^l!* *!S®2ste“ to* ficheat tribe to the - , • . 1 ' 


' ‘ >r . ' « > *-. * ; 

to Oklahoma. .Osage Ctu 

the Indians, the -tribe tb 
fullbloode., 

right to 6 40 fa cr e)r^>£ 1 . 
Tigh is of OswV fia\||ity % 

property of tle i 
befor^-the dielovecjr of cii 


* - -*»:v -~%>sr • y inal uot 

rJfcffiZ b ° ^-° . ld j.l* n » Of the richest tribe m t.h» ..... ■■ 

[v w .w-^rld -Jirre <8W%mr d ere d " v ‘ ,4 ** r \° w Government agents have 

r r a»‘ . * Wn at vork . |D Osage County. Yet they 

the^sa^ 11 '-' 11 ^ ?■ 60ber ‘ 10 tel ‘ ^ ^ *™sis and no indictments 
wl^urtfere^ & m ” IUrdc ‘ red and who 1,aVfi RuuouDced. §mall wonder That the 

erloge in verri- Osage, su- rounded bv bad tu-mi i^unvediisa 


j.Ahe land Vai if-einf* valu 
tug. The minlual ^jphts v 
ive ed.ln the tribe nntll ISb 
ey -The white mao enter© 
its tbr ough decision of the Ir 
he Jot fiVe quarters °t IPO a 

^ ocatlors 

oraker. Hon. : 
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' - ' f ** ,r ******* ,P. Jj»inwr >y riifci ^ 

^ .. v rnedk its* manaTablirer. *** 

ft football gam? held’in M Xor the past her fl 0,000. . M l*s ’ Add la* yeadTly ^4»rU 

10 jrean Doc Dilioo hau h _-n conspicuous. *he had been wit 1 * Dr. Dillon on tbe^evset: 

hpwling and ws/ving hL- arms ;until he was of the murder. .She said they had a Head* 
‘ red in the face — -his ey-.-s were sometimes red picture show on -Grand T»«uleward wre? 

froui another stimulant— and cutting: capers from 7 p. m. until abeut 1 

on the side line* : He was a charming feiiow ““-d Ukea & bus on 'L-fideD w- 
ort the footDu.ll field. . Bui off It, he was ^ard. She left Mrj a i.tr c* • 

--psually trying. * *• tinued os the bus, aayuig u r. M^jflNg 

Strangers wh . saw the "Doc” , In action at ^ould go to hi* hotei, lour Mocks Bio, 
football games or hotel dances. were always ' •■• - J i,' T 


forrthlv «trm-k hv liis behavior and as a rule 


: £3pj$L*iA Li 

anted to know his name. "That’B Doc Bil-' j . . 1 

, lr.*n,” they .were told. ”A great cut-up, the .* . _ {. . . ' t : . r. * ' \ ," ' 4ff .^T ■■jr . - 

Doc, especially when he's drinking.” If the Tha.t brought the'lpveaf ig^orV'toAhirf F 
subject was pursued further the Informant mont Hotel.- rfere“W r iM LynStrahi^ 'ppiratqr* 

■ generally added that Dillon came from an old ready to state ' that 'D^^fl^bb had -r ^rn ^ 

* 'and. respected St. Louis, family pad had been about 9:80 of 1{> *and Wd ’left after receivfr 

educated at St. Lopis University. Pride of '.elephone message, f'r^m 

^?!^W^and^e^m^^jurJfer tr. 'i’m traced ' it .' ■_ * 

’Tabard” thau to refer to the respect shown the ning. But- - **. 

V Dillon name. . • - V "A man has several times threaten**: 

A*" This is not to say, that thepolice or aDy- kill Dr. Dji>i,” the girl told Iter eager <_ 
“■’ One else believed >onie man whom the Doctor tionerg. 5 - J* ■ * " '* * -*'• ^ . 

;■ had slapped on the back heartily, or made Miss Lynn declared that on Wednesday • 

* the butt of some, coarse prr.nk had killed him; ning, the night before '-the murder *ai 
* His drinking and ifis bragging' an$ his • bully v'. "a man; had called Dr.- Dillon and 

ing could be aTolded*.- ' - Cabany telephone number -with Aher rfbq 

iLJL ’ Hhat Miss Lynn ask the doctor to call tft.w 

The Doctor had more shhUe^expresslons of ■ - : • - •- • 

F „ nU IU,. >i» had been th.Ygei with e'hady lD ’ , TW *“* ^ 

medic*! practice. Police brought him 'to book ln * the followlig «ewaa 

lr. two malpractice cases, one of which re- €n *^ e • _ T '■ » - ■' ^ 


Tha,t brought the'1myestig£tor*"to3Ju» F 



ing to Hiss Lynn,* the following eoaiveraa 
ensued: • 

" ■ -jf vni , f.rtme hctWMn M»>v 


wwim 




-Li . . 



i&O^ was found. 


suited fatally.; However, he. Was not even ' ' *'! .. < "■ 
tried In either instance. It had ’been whis- 1De 1 y° u - 4 

pered. too, that the Doctor dealt In liquors Th€ P^her Man; 

for his friend*. The police were warmer 1 11 y t f, u * - ’ ‘ 1 " -._L" v 

here. Boating tnd blackmail, perhaps: . ” r ' D “'™ : J ” *° \* 

Cu . be:;e ,. ed he had b-ec killed for auch E1 * !lt - " h,t do l" 11 * think, of that? .. , 
.. . ; v -k« Other Man: Well, you’ll never, keep 

- x * . ^ J”'' ac Dr. Dillon: I’ll grab a tag! and comer 

Women? Ah! The Doctor was 46 years . * * - 

, a , .* . . ■ * ... out to Clayton and see’you on that,, fv * 

l, divorced, 'and fond of the company of the , y.--«g 


Hr Pi'lnn' 


•. *• old, divorced,' and fond of the company of the belli 
eV ,th’e r .iBhobting -jas about 11 ladies. His popularity wish wornon had been meQl ^ 
vJng observed all 'Retails of the a paradox which .p uni eci and .amazed his 
e^^flsed 'iempqrarijy frotn the friends. He had a way with him where worn- os 

iVhonTkidiho^.V ' ^ ^ «. en were concerned quite different from his „ 

T* ‘ . L I < 1 ^ J 1 ^ W * . , . T . \* Tl i f 

it-" trAauijf Tit. of jj^tJ^tpen h^was brutally 

^ oeafipns ihat 6ngrosp»d f. candid, Ioud-vcij:ed^fpnB^T|^p(P^5%»V?w»**» 
^)ecilvesil.»currylng. womb he was" anojtlier person altogether. One^ 

nsiimiiv lqv bim h°ndiiic 'theiTi ihput-*lB,y>/*ntlf. al* •ti.da ' uk lw * k 

— -™ — - — m <rt ■■ t UI 


A bellboy corroborated •Misj.Ljrtiifi .*! 
ment in part, 'clalmUig^^T^^S^i.* 

«Arf iAf, ftf dVtA ^AJ«f afuSMAnl 

J.V.I nuu Vi m|tuB,jTT 

in and out of the room on an errand. 
Lynn said further that she had kept the t 





not'Diost * courtly*, fashion 

• X • * ' j* ' V'i , ► 


He^.who. ; 

L Yii-lh'e r co»D.ik'*J 


h^siPU 
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ah Urgent one. Xo one 
:nbw# fils departure, but it profoa- 

vlrwAS-^ffoB after he had come in. An urgent 

ail. ,':i ? 

T ' * . f 

• < • • \m: * 


sailor, at* t hi Washing-ton University gym- 
-.siura mw/ woo 'arriving for Work at t:ZQ 
c'ock^a ma.njyiag on the cinder t-a.ck which 
rclet ^ra^cSt|P1eld. a, 

• c ^ i * t h« said to himself. "'has 

ip early and put on his sweat clothes to 

• some running and has gone to sleep before 
s carted." - 


The murder Scene 


But- on nearer approach he realised It was 
student. who lay there. No sleeper. The 
x yra* dead. v . ; * \ - 

7 "hen SL Douis County Deputy SberLffa^aad 
y detective* arrived persons in the crowd 
•tit the body bad identified it,>‘ ^ 

'T aat’s Doc DUiofi#’* said a man who knew 
c well.' “What was he doing out here on 
moning track? The Doc was a great ath- 
2 In. hi* day. but he gave that up lor^ ago.” 
Th^'body wan examined. It lay fa.ce ,r- 
rc ^"the .bead, resting in a. pool of blood. 
? hand was in the pocket of his topcoat. 

ntKflr Wfl« ihrAWn UTtWdrrt I nrrm r A irs^ r~ v. 

' w ” — -jy w vwn» 4 U ’ W - lOVC, 

?**ri half clenched. There were no marks 
struggle In the cinders about or on the 
‘blag. v The doctor's eyeglasses were still 
his .nose.,- Hi* shoe* were shiny, his white 
ar clesut, hi* cravat" in, place. The legs 
e bent as ’If' he had«Iowiy crumpled to the 
and.* ** ’ ' - 

te had been shot twice. .One bullet had 
ired the right ear and ranged upward 
nigh the brain. . Another hid struck him 
be left icnee. ' seeing the location of these 



~~ — itflIBWNt 

I" • ; A.* 


Sketch in Perspective of Franr’« ??i»M 

m -- ■ wt adiu^tvii ** uni veil — — 


— - - - - — ^ iw* l ivu vt -iicatf - * 

e ls, detective* searched for a revolver or unfastened, due to negligence of a caretaker, two of them united against the thii 

?\. - There was' none, only a ,38-caliber A deserted prospect, then. But on the night hard of hearlnr ind wn 

r.ogp which, lay near the body.. Phy*i- of the murder there were passersby and there any of the conver'satlon 'Vor^Sh 

- ~rr ’>'7_7/ ** VK * n ’ w - v , 11TfiS «^/uj-x..wnQeii oomevard, said that her."*' Ed SumnHfrS^w&ftt 

**'■ ™Z* t » n ‘V &&'>><>*>» tr ° m i A»uftarS 5 sS 2 f 

^ ' ’ 10,55 p ' wben he saw an automobile were'withln aJiocitV" 

*t ,T a *» M secluded -as cou^d have standing in front of -the *»if «» trr.««i. m,__ 'f.-j 

chdsen wfU^i a' settle deport Ion' of 1 
T^jc J »y a block ih-ia«h-dtre<ft!o!! 

. bight.. Pran- Uelk said he 'entered his house and went y AV*: -‘WA-; 

COQCr * te upstairs to bed. While he was undressing j ' i _ 

d^tt^n^yhl^^Tk^kr^agllnust Forsythe he heard three, sounds Ukc shots or backfiring 1 

: W« off til' view and many from an automobile. *He went to a window - 

if fijift. Aftfr 10 o'clock there commanding a view of the west gate of the The body 
f**y f» ttii stretch of Torn ythe field, 100 yards away, and saw the automo- ner of the 

nal autemobl’e. On the bile drive etf. He did not maJco out the num- the field and 

ield *rcr* {* Pennsylvania her of occupants, y " .. --, ning tracV 

. - aouth.^a badly This -machine wl* also observed about 'll hai fallen aFi5fil5ikff*ri 

°’ c!oCk * by D - Wd Peh!5 ' 1 ' lch - A e»- sprinters: p?ecf*S? on • I 

--r.a-.. v y .an .iron^ picketed fence 6 rOw« ployed .at .Washington University. He drove was ai ieatt 3 00* yards eadt,* 
vine* and backed by a row of poplars, by it in his own car bis -way to work and gale. - > 

oae.Krc light at the corner of Forsythe says he saw- three' men quarreling, apparently Hv‘ng gathered svif 
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put on 


norma! again. 


?». • - .. . -'The&e men have become go od^nr*. 

|- i Absorbing the superstitious of -her adopted notism that ih^ 2o*\evfti fcaie tiftae* 
1 1 * .race, Mrs, “Kenney has become a firm believer p crs0Q they hypnotize, ^ 

T« | -in The occult.- .She married John is ISOS o0 mc when I r*s working™' ibi™™* 
£ before he became an ■© II ''millionaire.’ when n .;i<»£ away. Abou- • 
i ' he had only 'bis f'^rm in the Osage reservation (, ut j jouai Ha.?* had a *!■•' J,.. 

% He bad attended Haaketi Indian scboo) and tp< .D didn't really worl MfeUB! bad Sr 1 



of tue niarriApii va.* thut JohD-J^usi gi» t.o tb£ 

4 w o'vk., Together they started in on' hi* farm t j, rough telegraph Wires, , f k your* hai^c 

“? | ail( j succeeded in .laying -up”’ 5 ! considerable r i umj5y and your .. feet, like sJeafl.' 

d Vj an that t h f»v wf-rp independent before raT i’i »ieen and vou’d give .anything i 

oil was struck. - l Now they haye an income of ^jy could. . . *■ ' '• : • 


| 30,000 a year from the 4 wo and a fifth head- 
rights John holds. > " •»■ 

• “White men' In the Deage hare hypnotized 
Indiaxis and nre carrying on a reign of terror 
to Ur’.vfi them from tVeir' oil lands.'" Mrs. 
vRftW ... beeii^ 


oruy cuum. ; *■ 7 .x . 

...... 

I — ■*— — — %’V/ 

Her Dilemma . . 

•* t£ ir»i 

L_ . . 1 - i - i ** /-■■ * y — y ■ _ ■ 

“The ‘finishing touch** .wwf'pnt*^ 
I’awhusl-:?.. I went there ©a July- 1"' 


ill Me otfe dilO sage IhdUn, gl^en hypnotic*, aiigge* iiona tb§.' they shoifl'd~rb ^ttle ^T«- estate of .my brother^ln-^ 
eri b • the'^Tercof Ring,” kill tbeir wives and parents have been induced j met a man named $bepberd f 
c y to mistreat their children. Indians Have there wa& .$66<} due him. Tl had the 

i: . been hynotized and compelled to drive their j 0 pay him if he could prove' hli cUdr 

.'•■€ 'j.' rages, automobiles over embankments or to stop on had a lot of talk and he threatened 
'^d^ft^-Oviid-ing t*ory of railway crossings. 'THU white terror ring wt had a fight and all .of us w^re*a- 

i6^aV^^AuV;4tory '‘r edible j iaa so jd drugs and liquors to my husband's r paid my fine, but Shepherd ffnei-me^ 

^‘'"♦eped in"Hte-/atDio£t'''f're of people. I believe doc'ors and officials are in husband for $11,000 punttiye damages 

^y .T ^ er ^ ^1 ^ods of j r» ue with the ring. ' * Mrs. Kenney sayB she engaged. Pr 

^ ••- 4traid or co»»eqtte:...M lo John a ud b.rselt. m*->. «» attorney ot Guthrie. 

»* •» ui K«. more* Jrwn Paw),»,k. to Oath- ««»■><« '«»'>•»« m tW« «... iVtom t 
cs ? ,!« which )lw outsia- the Once territory- between lawyer -ud. client 

ri-e Tli<> Kenn#VJ nov . , p „ nJ ot their time in tablisl.ed a controvert derelooed. .; 

^ MfidAWtA rtai'A^. ibp Toi/o Basin t ^ <* max came vrben Mrs, Kenney snot 

v tr/tV^J. o # year-oiM auuincu uausiav. - - ■ 

rprifive* Iram Jusi ro. But k jE a hom< . iD Washington, D. C.. because * wounded Tillman on the street in 
. pyy&jjBd w/ckedcess the Obi-k'^ coui-.- Vr§ Kenney fears tiie alleged terrorisis may ' r, - r ' e *> il< 24 - ' - ' ■/ , , 

'U the worst. Its population sLfike ^ her tbrou?h the child. Her eapla- She wa8 tried 0D an 
AQ^ttfA^trom^tbree classes— ret egades Qf tbe Qsase ortrages is as follows: ^^rie last December.^ The it 

^ Vnj^ho Uwj oil huskies *ho nv indlf- # . TbU lp the vay th * } wor ked: In each of ^ or conviction apd .he TM sentence 

'«5alLiona w, ibd Indian, whose attitude to- ... . . mam irt tb« oenitentiary. Her cc 


f« * ^ - 


'J- F?S\ 

tv' n 3r > 
-a 


t g^aw, and Indians whose attitude to- ^ lf)vns a Rro . jp of tr - dderE £Dd j a w- 3 p « rs iH ' the Pen^enUary. Her cc 

strange miatur^e of respect and ^ l;p vlin Holecte d certain Indian- P" alpd and a neW , lr ^ 1 r% " 

^e. Bbperstition and;|ear. tbe f r prrv . They owned al! tbe officiabs. '»* trlad again tn September - 

FJ together , in , ; a ^t.TCglon visited h J b lhe Indians had a vote they had cution in her tnni trial took . the 

.* h ? rt ^“ e - r tl1 . hnly the no interest in pMiticA These men had an un- Mr ^' 8 

Fj^au^^ i Sharftt*Tfind’ ^.bp.ndfu: < f deputies ^ nn e ^ ' , . * cuss \he case except to assert -that 

bC^^^cHTdei^itheL lnhabitantH of iii“ r Osagf af n head^-iaHLB and nfe >’ .mertally irresponsible.’' 

-. . w.'.r' O- . - '1 selected Indiana wtio b^dfull head . ights and e . Q A # *>.„ occult b 

•■tetrj.are- At liberty -to prey upon each - ^ So the, shadow 01 rne occuir o 

ftatth- ia" concentrated ill ihe hands farms. ■*- - ..w. ^ - , y ~ chaff Pjon of the Os. 

the Indiana' or ab^Jgf landlords. It Is in- — — r r j daikens the whole BtbrV'^ofr thfj 

^Ubl* that theJ^hiteOhouId bi Uie hunt- j ^ Hvnnotism 1 p!tbt ' Those Government detec tiv^ 

Jd an'd the l&luu theSfrprey.''",* nd what ] YP ^ | gone into the Osage hills to tracl 

Sinotti there af for villainies J The Indian * ' • fac^ in a score of mya^lbto kUh 

^4 0 ^ie. rnulcMSmay inWl to the Sheriff. “Indians know nothing of money, and when a ?afo5i more- than tatffjd eleys 

then?fl hi 'rifa|b' * , the white traders could, they got the In- prj - /rom frightened lAian. «ride 

c gy^eTw'axe" treBcheroua \Poads , in the Osage dtans to sign notes and leases they dido t tbe Kvil Spirit. ^ ha^wiil-lt^uri. 

-Wanr Trii* iHgig i ;1 to many an undei*atand. They'd keep the Indiana drunk, this Evil Spirit? " .A ro.HP 

'if Indian coraplainf. reprisal 1» break down. 'their morals and then ask that banded in a murder iomptet? 

\Ecfen sstVtly by the accused. He can hide a guardian be appointed. As sooo as a guar- greedy Oaages who h&^ slate thr 

j^ipivlne and pick hts accuser off with a diaa was appointeil, he'd put tbe Indian's for the headrlghts which they d. 

6l0fh*]|Jbwer -rifle. *■ He cab -use dynamite or land on sale. The law permits a man to act hertt? Or will it be the black t- 

xpoiBOD. Haring slain, the murderer can take as guardian for bnfy five Indiana but these lhe Osage scene iiseir. which h. 

•,u the hills, km Ih i>: usunllv is m-.itecesaary. lueu wurked then wives into the game, so defeat all attempts to sohe th 


til and the Im 
ymwceti there at 
nAAif TSUlCt^d 

h£tjp£bat then ?1 


*£ 1 >J~ 5 g^f^erw' a 

.> // anS ,- 5 


are' tr« 
i Arails 


ns theCf/prey*.- nd whut 
for vill^nles: . The Indian 
aay appeal to the Sheriff. 
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IkpartmwJ nf Suatir*, 

Surpsui cf ,3mrrstigaium. . 

P. 0. Box 125, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
May 14, 1925. 


• m V r: 

!=T. 10 *'• 

»cT. i9v.*> .; ?,• • 

\ 4 >- ■ " .• 


i s 

'%7~5CH~!3 

l • • * * * 

2^,5 

^ * j.Vr^r^.rST^ JJ'S^ud 


D?*'. Vi 


. /;//• 


S5*#, 


Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, Attention Division #2. 
Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. 

EE: OSAGE INDIAN MURDER CASES . 

Dear Sir: 


Several days ago J. George Wright, Super- 
intendent of the Osage Indian Agency, Pawhuska, Oklahoma , 
called this office over long distance telephone and 
stated that the Indian Department was not satisfied with 
the status of the investigation of the Osage Indian llurder 
case, and tnat a Special Agent should he kept continuous- 
ly on this investigation. 

I explained to him that the prosecution 
was now up to the state of Oklahoma, or the county authori- 
ties, and that all records of the investigation in this 
office .were available for the prosecution, 

Mr. Wright stated that someone was in the 
office and claimed that undue influence had teen used to 
Cause the investigators to be pulled off of the case, and 
I explained very carefully that this office could accomplish 
nothing further and suggested that he confer with the state 
authorities ih an effort to get the cases prosecuted. 

A few days later an item appeared in the 
"Oklahoma City Times" reporting to he the opinion of this 
^ office as to the attitude and policy of the Bureau. I presume 
r ^that this was put out by the Indian Department or by the 
^atate authorities, as .it is not my practice to give such 
Interviews to the press, and evidently referred to^ny oon- 

with Mr. Wright or a recent conversation with the . 
Attorney General* s office. The clipping is enclosed here- 



I presume that the Indian Department will 




aoggre r - - >3 ijg&swsz 


teuco this case 

up witiuyou again* 


Respectfully, 

TCD3/gh 

77 

W* D. Bolling, ( / 

Special Agent in Charge 
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/^Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 

^Department of Justice, ATTENTION #2 
^“Washington, E.C. 


- * V ** 

' - 

v / V • 


Dear Efiri 


Re 1 Osag'J Indian Matters, 


This will acknowledge receipt of your :> 
lette- of Kay 22, 1925, initialed 7TO*GA, advising •' 
that the Hon* Edwin 3rc/wne will shortly be in Okla- 
homa City regarding Osage Indian matters* 

Tour instructions will be followed, 
and you will be aA\ised on the arrival of Mr. Browne, 

Respectfully, 


W3>3t3, 


?r 


W 23* Bollirg, 

Spxial Agent In Charge* 
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word!’ tYs a « telegram Other 
wise its character is indicated trv the 
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Dear fiin- 


**>“! ,Wlo»lfl« herewith oony of a letter J ;'• 

*’>’* ■*..* ■' -v- '' ■■ s ■■•#;*•' "•' ' * : 'A 

7SV||>ei;»*5^»aar«MW MtW Secretary to thefroident reluct** to 

^ 0 ^^^" " ''* ^‘> •■ 'i ' J 'A ~ *.*■.' m . 

OOWrnihg the OPA.'ii UCDUir Hrasa£; « aid to 
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REFER IN REPLY TO THE FO- 


ADDRESS ONLY THE 
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


WASHINGTON 




HAY 29 Z92S< - ^ 
\S. is?-. 


Mr- J* E. Hoover, ^ 

director. Bureau of Investigation, j< O x/'V’ri ' 

Department of Justice, ' D 

Washington, D* b ^ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

In connection with the wori of your Bureau in in- 

o 

vestigating the murder of a number of Osage Indians, there 
is enclosed for your information and consideration a report 
of J. W. Adamson, Post Office Inspector, shoving the results 
of his conference with one Roy D.^S^rill, a prisoner confined 
in the Federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, Hansas. 

Sincerely yours, * 
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Post dDf&rr Srjmrtmntt 


T * F - y r- /yw 
• • , - ' -* J » 
Inspector 


OFFICE OF INSPECTOR CASE NO. *T>eCial. 

n hica^o. 111., ray 19, 1 925. 


Subject : l & H 0 V A- Alienee 1 activities of "murder*’ gang in Osage Oour.ty. 


Inspector in Charge, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Tear l.'r. : iller 

In connection with an official visit to the United states 
Penitentiary at leave nworth, Zone as, I'ay 16th, 1925, I had a 
personal interview with a prisoner named Boy r. c hcrrill, confine’ 
in that institution for participation in a train robbery at Paola, 
Kansas, in 1316. This interview was brought about through the- 
ecntinufcd requests of the prisoner’s father, who nac been writing 
me frequently, stating that his son had some information to give 
me , which was of vast importance to the Government. 

Hoy T.^herrill escape.’ from the penitentiary in Kay, 1321, with. 
Joe Haris, another noted character, anc was net apprehended until 
about one anc one-half years later, during that period he spent a 

large part of the time on the ranch of Henry Graimer, a noted 

rv ol ah oma character who was marbled to an Usage Indian. 

"line I was enraged in the investigation of the *^fcesa, Osl koor.j. , 
train robbery case, in ^sage County, I was aware of the fact that 

agents of the renartment of Justice were working on a number of 

mysterious mure' rs of '''sage Indians. It is my recollection that these 
agents were working in connection with some of the Sterne officers, 
anc at th t time It was my uncerrt and iur the Government was interest- 
ed. because these Indian: were wares of the Government. However, I 
know nothin^ of '.he details. Sherrill now tells me that he can glv c 
information as to the ring implicated in th se murders; c:.n giv^ 
name of the leader, ar.c was himself a.;/ r cache" to do some of the 
work. I eic not go intc details with Sherrill, because I was not 
familiar with the matter, but believe if these murders have net been 
solve a that fherrill can give valuable information. As is natural 
to a man in his position, he eopocte some consideration for this 
information, particularly with a view tc having his ’’good time” 
restored anc, which he lost by making an escape. It is believed 
that bherrill will give this information tc a duly authorized ag^nt 
of the Government, but wants tc go this in such way as to protest 
his own life. 
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The Osage Indians are very wealthy because of the oil discoveries 
on their allotments, anc it is probable the Interior pepartoent is 
interested, or may be investigating the murders. 

This information ir furnished that you may forward to the Ohief 
Inspector for such disposition as he may deem proper. 











* c 


•1. ' 


>- .. ^ . • c- 4 i "MmasM> 

■■' . . ■%■■ '’***. *-2-* ■# i «ev * *-3 

; . _■ • . ‘.y ; , '•** T 

| ■ V ’• c • '^^y, ■* fe* 


y - ; • r*- i 

£3^ 


*€. . > V • * ., 

lr*.rV S*; s . 'S : - ■■ -■'■/■'• * 1 - - .m-' 

* 4t- V- *’•" ,=*”• * i ' " •• ~ „ • •„•• , v r. :.. . _ / \ ^ . " ‘il ‘ l'. J- -■*■ .5 ,. 5* V n - i‘- 

VjV' f5j?£,v* 4 *»wri> 11% * -v * - 

LitW&am O.Usr :• «a*> . 'W 7.V ’■■ !“*!3vf 

V . •'*+ &• ,5-a • ■ ;•: A .; .!»• •- .. - < ;-. ■ •• ' '•«« 

■ ; ws? omoa DrsHwtoa njpoass »» » **a&«£, ? a& tma. ^ '..• ; jy 
, :Z*’. : s‘W ;-. : v«M«ww miamwwr m o<>«suaauu3 isreraii&fol '*$- -* jMM 


&XQ6 4 !$£$ 


■*\v :. * 

.... e«' v *„ *.'*.£■ 

•M-». ■ / * .c-v 




y^y.^W'T- ^*oiaow'o«j'' jr«m nn osatsnBHisxj* wr*tf . * '"iSi ; 

^ 9009 ?na watf^AOdoow iwmjlhs raojt miftaPxiJdr-'-A-' 

,, ‘ - .,y : > ' ; ; • ,;‘VVy^ 

y-v «.* .: . *ur asms hjucz ait fno*ic3 :'9S8sft ?auf voir yiu scwa --T' 

'7', ' y : . • to3o»®n>mos «othx i' ssnmDos itosid3hb it bzu ot •'7,- j '/,. ; 

‘i'C-V-; fAia ; - v V. . ,': \ ' ■. ' • ; A ^ •':> 


- > ;V r : 

k^co:;ded Ik :riy.'ifio j 


|#4 Vxjiy. 

life: 


no soom 






. i -*3; .•• 
■■ V ^ **.3 ^ 


?r-T 













a .■» 

.jC'-r" 4 

5 

£ < . 

f:V« * ■ j 






, r ' < -Jr~- *•'***■ 

*l*-m « '■ * 

$*M *- ■ -* 


fej f.. •' #r ; ‘ j 

i -' V ; \/ V '£v.'*’ ’ »’ "'{VI \ : 1 f~: : *-/ '- 

I Sfc f4$^i, : * ‘ ; : ‘ ■‘” : Jto* a. ***• ' ; ,; • ‘ 



[~< 25 ^aSt».-A^ *oi» • s S iu» ibi« • 


. -* * 

v" ’* *- i .. ■ A 


Ss .(> • to- > i w v***** * “!»? ^?g^il5E- 

tesu^KMrs. «K*!~L-* 


~ ••' t'- Vi 

••• , "*v 



!« * ^ - V . fc - >■ • '• -■• ■• *am- «**,**» - ' w " ™ 

4< xLkft' ■'*& i tlU* of tt-s lftT*lti**tl» w 

? 2 iigRS- *•%!>*','- ¥*•’ s, -v.. ;- <-v- . '-*’ 

L lrV-^-.- vvfj: s;;:&wr . . / :-■• - , . -.. ~ •"'.. : v Tory tr 


£U%- * r * -.- 

trolsjvaxu 


IX / |*&* 

V *- ¥;. >»}' s«i > V - 

> .. -? -V.V-- 

• ■- -*v -ft- - >■ . «*■* - •> r ; v , -v 

-■: r -/'^v SrS- 

■r‘ - ' - ■ > ..'• .:. ■' .. >&r ' 

- C *'; : 1 **- V" ’ 


» :. -rr'-. •:*- Is V .. 

‘’-Vi f- 

8 T - J V - , <- *'»'■ > - 


Vlr*Q%QT* 


r'T' \ v »'V 


8 ^ * T#m v 

~-%-y - ., ;;. 

Jf i>\l ‘O \ ^ , ,^- f - 

> *v: .7. ' _L 


wm 

mm 


=:L ir..*, t 
>,<:« £**■•■• ' 
> • - vV 

r . .' ‘ 


4r 4 5 


J!MU. 38436. 




I * ' * . * ; . v_ ■» ?-•> 


'OOCaaNT'T as'rjrojr.^. 


•UAL4U il'kSfe ^i'ASrWf 


JUfa ^8 ^#^ 
dl^rt^ht^ mwi 


' FILE 


& 


. 





ADOftut nm.r to 
DIRECTOR. BUREAU OF JA VESTIGATION 






grparirnBut try fustics 
SSmenx of gropsti ga tu m 
TOsshmsinn, 05. 


June E f 1925* 


MaQRA2TOM..ypB TH2 DIRECTOR 



On the attached memorandum you are advised 
that Mrs# Kenny never has shown up t therefore no 
action has been taken# 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 


) 


•pcparimcnt of fustics 

Burras nf gnursitgatimi 

TOashinston, g. ffl. iprll 16f 1925> 


i 

:op..-rotc: pc ?. g~.i:"s. 


?he secretary to Senator Pine called me by telephone 
and stated that a Krs, Kenny of Oklahoma, who has considerable 
k.o'.vlsdge concerning the Gorge Indian murders and who, I be- 
lieve, was indicted and convicted of murdering her husband, is 
in v/ashington. It seems that the secretary to Senator Pine 
defended Krs, Kenny in this matter# 

The secretary called to inquire v/hether we were still 
interested in the Osage matter and I told him that v/e were and 
he said tnat he would call sometime this week to make an ap- 
pointment for h r s , Kenny to come to the Bureau of Investigation 
for an interview, 

I wi sh tnat you would fully familiarize yourself with 
the details of this matter so that when Krs. Kenny calls I may 
be able to refer her to you for the ir.terviev/. 


Very truly yours. 






Di rector. 
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Depart miutt of Sluatur, 

Surtim nf JttWHtisaJimL 

P. 0. Bo:-: 125, 

OlilahoirA City, Ol:lahor.a. 

.Tune 5- 19 25. 

" ' ~ w — — ^ 

Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 

Depo.rtrr.er t of Justice, ATThTTlOh #2* 

Washington, D.C. _ ' 

Dear Sir; 

Re; Osare Indian Matters . 

This will ae-mcnv ledge receipt of your tele— 
gran of Jure 4th advising that Roy D. Shs^ill, prisoner 
in Leaver.v;orth Penitentiary , has sorr.e information of 
value regarding the Osage * harder s« 

This natter v;ill have prerpt attention, and 
your in struct lens as to promises v: ill be carried out. 

Respectfully , 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
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JOURNAL MEMORANDUM 

Office 




Wr: 




TLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 

and other 

^ '.JJftBage" Indians, . Murder of 

i6';S: : 

18%:^. . 

1 9. Origin of Case 

20 ^ — 

2LV 


: Conspiracy 


. j-.T. 9 . P. j P. P.t ...7.^ .g A j APD, 7p P a.. ?.*. . . _Q _« . Da te..«A^.r ch _ 24 1123 - 


2 2 . . Local Office No _7PoO Bureau Xo. ^2 Other Office No. 


Assigned to Special Agent p ate 


24 

25 - 

26 Reassigned to Special Agent _ Date 

2 8 ^ Reassigned to Special Agent 

2$- * , II 


Date 




tXoi.i.* of oomims.'i->. i.j 


Date. 

Date 

Date .. 


kh i , 

& m 


H cr 


30 * / STATUS OF CASE 

n 

3 2 Referred to U. S. Attorn e^ 

33 

3 4 TJ. S. Comm. Warrants Issued 
? 5 

3 6 -Preliminary Hearing 

- 

3 8j*^C36ntihued Hearings t Date 

39 . r ; ’”"7 . 

4 0"^ Presented to Grand Jure _ _ p ate 

u J ^V “ • ’7\ 

42 ‘Indictment Returned. * * p> at0 

43 . 

4 4 Arraignment and Plea ... D ate 

4 5 * , 

46 Set for Trial E ate 

^ *7 , ’(Natnr of jiHljr. court, am! jiiaCf.} ' 

4 8 Court Verdict 1 Date 

49 

50 
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In order that there may be a notation in the 
files, on Saturday, Hay 9th, I attended a conference 
with Attorney General Sargent, Eon, George Short, 

Attorney General of Oklahoma, Assistant Attorney General 
WelXa, Hr, ^Idgely, Major Iyer, and attorney Brown of 
Mr, Cells’ divisi oii,-all in the Attorney General’s office, 
with regard to the Osage esses. 

The entire case isa recited to the Attorney General 
by Hr, Short, who was told by Hr. Sargent that the Department 
would give him every possible assistance, and only awaits 
his decision as to time and place of proceeding with the 
inquiry in the State court. t of Oklahoma, 

Mr, Srora was assl L Taed as legal representative of 
the Pep srtaent • ^ 
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